HITLER  AND   I

valiantly for the Weimar Republic. I had led three
squads of Berlin working-men against Colonel
Erhardt's Brigade and General Luttwitz's Regiment.
Erhardt and Luttwitz had wished to seize power and
set up a reactionary government. Militarily our forces
(we were known as the 'Reds5 to distinguish us from
the reactionary "Whites') had been defeated. Erhardt
had marched triumphantly into Berlin by the Bran-
denburg Gate, and, with the capital at his feet, had
said to Kapp, former governor of East Prussia and
the civil leader of the insurrection, CI have put your
foot in the stirrup, and now it is up to you to govern5.

The legal Government had fled to Stuttgart, and
for three days the putschists were able to enjoy their
ephemeral victory. A general strike was immediately
declared and was followed by rioting in the streets.

Bloody fighting took place in the neighbourhood of
Wesel in the Ruhr. General Luttwitz, Colonel
Erhardt and Governor Kapp fled to Sweden. The
Socialists, of whom I was one, declared themselves
ready to lay down their arms, subject to terms, which
included the purging of the Army and the socialization
of heavy industry, and they signed the Bielefeld
Agreement with the Minister, Herr Severing. The
Communists, however, did not lay down their arms,
and carried on a bloodthirsty struggle. In order to
suppress them the Weimar Government did not
hesitate to use the decapitated and defeated troops of
Luttwitz and Erhardt. As soon as the Communists
were crushed the perjurous Government repudiated